Knowledge is useless without structure. While the classification of knowledge has been an enduring philosophical enterprise, it recently found applications in computer science, notably for artificial intelligence. The availability of large databases allowed for complex ontologies to be built automatically, for example by extracting structured content from Wikipedia. 1 2 3 4 5 However, this approach is subject to manual categorization decisions made by online editors. Here we show that an implicit classification system emerges spontaneously on Wikipedia. We study the network of first links between articles, and find that it centers on a core cycle involving concepts of fundamental classifying importance. We argue that this structure is rooted in cultural history. For European languages, articles like Philosophy and Science are central, whereas Human and Earth dominate for East Asian languages. This reflects the differences between ancient Greek thought and Chinese tradition. 6 7 Our results reveal the powerful influence of culture on the intrinsic architecture of complex data sets.
Introduction
The fact that anyone is free to edit articles on Wikipedia could have resulted in a disaster. Instead, articles are often of high quality, with a level of accuracy similar to the reputable Encyclopaedia Britannica, as demonstrated by a 2005 Nature investigation. 8 Moreover, in the absence of global coordination among editors, no definite large-scale structure was expected. Yet, in 2008 some universal property was discovered: 9 clicking on the first link in the main text of any article and repeating the process for subsequent articles almost always led to the Philosophy article. An explanation of this surprising phenomenon could emanate from the classifying nature fo first links. Wikipedia's Manual of Style 10 indeed recommends that "the opening sentence should provide links to the broader or more elementary topics that are important to the article's topic or place it into the context where it is notable." This implies that following the sequence of first links would naturally lead to increasingly fundamental concepts. In turn, the prominence of Philosophy in this spontaneous classification could then stem from the foundational role played by ancient Greek philosophy in the intellectual development of Western civilization. It would thus appear that the self-organization of knowledge on Wikipedia is informed by cultural heritage. We will test this hypothesis by studying the network of first links on Wikipedia.
Core cycle of Wikipedia
By representing articles by vertices and links by edges, we can analyze Wikipedia as a complex network. 11 12 13 Here we focus on the classification network made out of first links only. By first link of a Wikipedia article we mean more precisely the first link in the main text (not in parentheses), and exclude links in comments, tables, or images, as well as self-links and links to inexistent or external pages. Each vertex has exactly one outgoing edge (its first link), but can have many incoming edges (when it is the first link of many articles). Starting from any vertex, there is a unique directed path of first links through a sequence of vertices. This path eventually closes when it reaches a vertex for the second time, thus creating a cycle. The subset of all the vertices connected to a given cycle forms a directed unicyclic graph. However, not all articles connect to the same cycle. The network of first links breaks down into a collection of components, each centered on a cycle towards which all first-link paths converge. There is in general one cycle that attracts a vast majority of vertices. This core cycle typically consists of a sequence of several vertices, whereas other cycles often only contain two vertices. As an example, the core cycle on August 1, 2017 was made out of the concepts {Philosophy, Education, Learning, Knowledge, Fact, Verificationism} and attracted 94.3% of the 5,395,328 articles analyzed ( Figure 1 ). The largest secondary cycles were {Canada, Provinces and territories of Canada} (1.4%) and {Government, Governance} (1.2%) ( Table 2 ). We stress that the set of concepts in the core cycle is very unstable, as it can change drastically after a minor edit on a first link (Table 3 ). Just one month earlier, on July, 1 2017, the core cycle was {Knowledge, Fact, Experience} (92.1%) and did not include Philosophy. It would therefore be misleading to attach too much signification to the presence of a concept in the core cycle. Although fundamental classifying concepts are likely to be in the core cycle, peripheral concepts may enter accidentally, and some important concepts may be missing.
Hubs and scale-free distribution
Given the unreliability of the core cycle, we would like to find a more robust way to determine which concepts are the most fundamental. There exist many methods in network science to measure the importance of a vertex. The simplest one is the degree k, defined as the number of incident edges. Since it would take many changes in first links to alter it significantly, this measure is very robust, as illustrated by the evolution of the highest degrees from March to August 2017 ( Figure 2 ). Interestingly, the degree distribution of the network of first links exhibits the power-law P (k) ∝ k −γ (with γ 2.3) and long tail characteristic of scale-free networks. 14 15 16 The degree is high for popular articles, called hubs, that appear as the first link in many articles. The predominance of the United States article is thus certainly due to the large number of American celebrities and entertainment products. Other popular categories include sports (Association football, American football), biological taxonomy (Moth, Species, Genus, Beetle), administrative divisions (Village, Commune de France, Unincorporated area), and countries (United Kingdom, Germany, France). Despite their importance, these umbrella concepts are clearly not the most fundamental in terms of knowledge classification.
Fundamental classifying concepts
A more relevant measure of the fundamental nature of an article is its betweenness centrality C B (v), defined as the number of (undirected) shortest paths between any pairs of vertices that run through a given vertex v. 17 Vertices with high C B are close to the core cycle or at the confluence of several important branches, which are precisely properties that we expect for fundamental concepts. C B is also remarkably robust ( Figure 3 ) and appears to be uncorrelated with the abrupt changes in the composition of the core cycle. We indeed observe that the ranking is dominated by Science even though it was not part of the core cycle, except in May 2017. Conversely, relatively anecdotal concepts in the core cycle, such as Fact and Verificationism, do not have high C B . Knowledge itself ranks high as a fundamental concept for knowledge classification. The largest change in C B took place for the pair of articles (Education, Learning), which had a marked surge in April followed by a decline in July. It would be interesting to determine whether this is a seasonal phenomenon. Notwithstanding, we have found that betweenness centrality provides a robust measure of the classification importance of a concept. 
Cultural influence
Our results suggest an influence of cultural history on the classification network of first links on Wikipedia. As mentioned above, the attractive power of the Philosophy article may be understood as a manifestation of the origin of Western civilization in the thought of ancient Greek philosophers. In the same vein, a natural explanation for the high betweenness centrality of Science would be the growing influence of scientific thinking since the Enlightenment in Europe. If this is correct, we should observe significant differences for Wikipedias in languages that are not embedded in Western cultural history. We analyzed the networks fo first links for several of the most well-developed Wikipedias (Figure 4 ). We start by noticing that the degrees exhibit the same pattern in all languages, dominated by geographical notions, with understandable regional variations (Tables 5 and Figure 5 ). The first major difference is the composition of the core cycles ( Note that the high betweenness centrality of some geographical hubs reflects a tendency towards popularity rather than categorization. The very presence of three giant components for Chinese illustrates the Eastern holistic approach, in contrast to the Western analytic approach. 6 7 The comparison between concepts with high C B in different European languages reveals meaningful variations as well ( Table 1 ). The English edition displays the values of analytic philosophy, with its emphasis on science and conceptual analysis. In contrast, the French edition displays the values of continental philosophy: the predominance of Philosophy over Science, and the importance of language and etymology. It also seems significant that State dominates the Russian edition. We thus observe a strong correlation between concepts with high betweenness centrality and cultural heritage, in agreement with our hypothesis about the influence of culture on the structure of knowledge.
Discussion
The discovery of a self-organizing architecture of knowledge on Wikipedia constitutes an applied philosophy demonstration of the implicit impact of cultural heritage on fundamental world views. This phenomenon could be useful for the fully automatic construction of ontologies able to deal with constantly evolving environments. An important challenge is to understand whether powerful unplanned structures also emerge in other types of data sets. This can have far-reaching implications for artificial intelligence, which would inadvertently learn deeper lessons than what we would be aware of teaching.
Methods
Wikipedia data: For our analyses of Wikipedias in various languages we used mostly the 'database backup dumps' on Wikimedia (https://dumps.wikimedia.org). Another source of Wikipedia dumps is the Internet Archive (https://archive.org).
First-link paths and network: For each Wikipedia edition, we determined the first links for all articles using a Scala program. Starting from any article, we constructed a path that follows first links and stops when reaching an article for the second time (we identified redirect pages with their targets). The network of first links was then assembled from such first-link paths. Note that this construction always leads to a network with mean degree k = 2. To see this, let's consider a single first-link path. Its vertices have k = 2, expect the initial one with k = 1 and the final one with k = 3. Now let's add a second first-link path ending on the same cycle, which effectively amounts to gluing an open path. The degree of the vertex used for the gluing increases by one, but this is compensated by the degree k = 1 of the added initial vertex. By recursion, we conclude that the mean degree of the full network is indeed exactly 2.
Network analysis:
We analyzed the networks of first links with Mathematica. The degree k is defined as the number of incident edges (incoming and outgoing, without multiplicity), or equivalently as the number of direct neighbors. The betweenness centrality of a vertex v is given by
σ ij , where σ ij is the total number of shortest paths from vertex i to vertex j, and σ ij (v) is the number of those that pass through v. Although networks of first links are directed, we used betweenness centrality for their undirected versions as a measure of the fundamental classifying nature of vertices.
Network visualization:
When plotting a network of first links, we restricted for clarity to a small subset of the giant component, constructed by superimposing first-link paths until we obtained 1,000 vertices. The multiplicity of an edge gives a visual indication of the number of paths that run through it. This reveals the circulatory structure of the network, with the core cycle at its heart. Figure 4 : Networks of first links on Wikipedia around the core cycle (highlighted in red) for several languages. We show all components with more than 20% of all vertices. For European languages, the networks are intensely ramified and centered on vertices with highest centrality (indicated). In contrast, for East Asian languages, hubs dominate and the ramification is uneven. The Russian network present hybrid characteristics. Cycle  Size  Knowledge 
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